290. LETTER TO ATTORNEY GENERAL1
[JOHANNESBURG,
August 28, 1908}
THE HON'BLE THE ATTORNEY GENERAL
PRETORIA
SIR,
My Association has been informed that, at the trial of an Indian
named Gopal Chhiba, on the 25th instant, for trading without a licence,
immediately after the sentence was pronounced against him, Constable
No. 50 violently dragged him from the dock. My Association is informed
that this was witnessed by several British Indians.
My Association will be obliged if you will kindly investigate this
matter and take such steps as may be necessary in order to protect British
Indian prisoners from molestation.
/ have the honour to be.
Sir,
Tour obedient servant,
ESSOP ISMAIL MIA
CHAIRMAN,
BRITISH INDIAN ASSOCIATION
Indian Opinion, 12-9-1908
291.   LETTER TO DIRECTOR OF PRISONS*
[JOHANNESBURG,]
August 28, 1908
THE DIRECTOR OF PRISONS
PRETORIA
SIR,
I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the
24th instant with reference to the diet scale laid down for British Indian
prisoners in the Transfaal Gaols,
My Association begs to point out that a change in the diet scale
has been asked for not because the food supplied* is medically improper
but because it is not suited to the habits of British Indian prisoners. My
Association, therefore, ventures to submit that it is hardly a question
for medical opinion, but it is one for investigating the habits of British
Indians as to food.
1 & 2 These were presumably drafted by Gandhiji.